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Between two Narratives

War, Displacement, and Gendered Agency
in the Life of Yangzom, a Tibetan Woman in Taiwan

Dolma Tsering (National Yang-Ming Chiao Tung University, Taiwan)

This discussion explores the life of Yangzom, a Tibetan merchant’s daughter born in
Lhasa who crossed the Himalayas in 1959, briefly lived in Calcutta, and eventually
resettled in Taiwan, where she lived for over six decades. Drawing on oral history
interviews conducted between 2021 and 2026, it traces how gender shaped Yangzom’s
experience of displacement, the constraints she faced and the agency she exercised,
from Lhasa to Calcutta to Taipei. Yangzom’s story is distinctive because it fits neither
the standard narrative of Tibetan displacement, which centers Chinese Communist
aggression as the primary agent of rupture, nor Taiwan Studies’ focus on the
mainlander (waishengren) experience. She occupied the space between these
frameworks that often remains invisible within the dominant narratives.

Dolma Tsering is a Tibetan postdoctoral researcher
based in Taiwan. She is currently affiliated with the
International Center for Cultural Studies at National
Yang Ming Chiao Tung University. Her research
focuses on the Tibetan diaspora, with particular
attention to stateless Tibetan refugees in Taiwan. She
earned her Ph.D. from the Chinese Division at the
Center for East Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, India.
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Meeting ID: 622 7298 1527  Passcode: 579923

ALLE INTERESSIERTEN SIND

HERZLICH EINGELADEN

Kontakt Lewis Doney:

lewis.doney@uni-bonn.de



https://uni-bonn.zoom-x.de/j/62272981527
mailto:lewis.doney@uni-bonn.de

