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Salomé Deboos, Universitét Strasbourg:

Thel4th Dalai Lama's teachings in Zangskar, High Indian Himalaya
How religious leaders re-invent the history of the valley

Thanks to extensive field research since almost 20 years, I get a better understanding of how the
Zangskarpa, both men and women, have built their community identity and how this process occurs
through sharing a language, sharing a representation of social organisation, and sharing a narrative of
the history of the area. My approach as an ethnologist focusing on the socio-cultural and psycho-
sociological aspects without ignoring the importance of historical and bibliographical investigations
concerning Zangskar despite the relative lack of historical information (Friedl, 1983), I worked almost
exclusively on the Padum Village and how Sunni Muslim confessional group and Buddhist religious
group share their rites, their relationship with religious life, and how they construct social and political
bonds.

Since 2007, major transformation in the way to consider each other among Zangskar valley came out,
and especially regarding religious affiliation. Most of the Buddhists politicians are targeting by
Buddhists community on a larger scale such as Buddhist Ladakh Association or westerners’
sponsorships... In 2009 started the social boycott among Zangskarpas, between Buddhists and
Muslims. The Dalai Lama visited Zangskar couple of time, trying, through his teaching to end this
social boycott. Last summer 2017, and this summer 2018, his Holiness met the Imam of Padum in
order to solve out the situation.

This conference will focus on how Padumpa and Zangskarpa community identity is constructed and
how this identity process is still under re-construction facing new political and religious targets.

Veranstaltungsort:

Institut fir Orient- und Asienwissenschaften
Abt. fiir Mongolistik und Tibetstudien
18.30-20.00 Uhr
Briihler Strafle 7, 53119 Bonn, 4. Stock, Raum 4.012
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