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How the Dharma Came to the Region

Buddhist Foundation Legends and Their

Trans-Himalayan Context

Prof. Dr. Max Deeg, Cardiff University

This talk will explore a set of legends concerning the advent of the
Buddhist dharma in some Himalayan Regions (Gandhara, Kashmir, Nepal, and
Khotan). They display some similarities in narrative and structure, which already led
John Brough to the conclusion that there was some historical connection. Based on
his recent monograph, the speaker will present and discuss some of these similarities
and the possible spread and development of the basic legend underlying most of
these stories from a Trans-Himalayan context.
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