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The Iron Tiger Decree of 1830 
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The presentation will focus on the Ganden Phodrang’s documents known as lCags 

stag zhib gzhung (The Iron Tiger Decree) of 1830. The original documents are 

preserved at the Archives of the Tibet Autonomous Region. In studying the history 

and the publication of the text, I shall examine why they were written, by whom and 

the purpose of these works. 

 

Dr. Dobis Tsering Gyal is the director of the Archival Research Department at the 

Tibet Archives in Lhasa and the chief editor of the academic journal, The Journal of 

Tibetan Archives. In 2007, he completed his PhD in cultural studies at the Minzu 

University in Beijing. He was also trained as an archivist at the National Archives and 

Records Administration in  the USA. His research interests are Tibetan historical 

archives, the political system of the Ganden Phodrang government, aristocratic 

families and biographical accounts. He has published many works in Tibetan, 

Chinese and English. Besides his research publications on various subject, he recently 

edited and published a lot Tibetan historical material including three volumes of 

Tibetan legal documents. 
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