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Abteilung	  für	  Asiatische	  und	  Islamische	  Kunstgeschichte	  WS	  2022/23	  

	  

Vortrag	  von	  Dr.	  Anna	  Grasskamp	  
(Käte	  Hamburger	  Research	  Centre	  global	  dis:connect,	  	  

Lecturer	  in	  Art	  History,	  School	  of	  Art	  History,	  University	  of	  St	  Andrews)	  
	  
 

(Re)Made	  in	  China:	  
Upcycling	  in	  Art	  and	  Design	  

	  
Montag,	  23.01.2023,	  Beginn:	  18.15	  Uhr	  	  
Abteilung	  für	  Asiatische	  und	  Islamische	  Kunstgeschichte,	  Adenauerallee	  10,	  ÜR	  (EG)	  
Und	  via	  Zoom:	  	  
https://uni-‐‑bonn.zoom.us/j/65987258924?pwd=dmpQRnd0UUZTZTJWdHNGa21kQmFzZz09	  	  
	  
The creative reuse of materials “made in China” has a short history in the daily practices of 
middle-class households, but a long history in art, craftsmanship and design. When Ming 
dynasty potters in China’s “porcelain capital” Jingdezhen made plates, cups, and bowls, 
they could not have known that their work would be reused to decorate European sites, for 
examples as hats in two sculptures at Berlin’s Charlottenburg Castle; likewise, factory 
workers and ragpickers on contemporary garbage dump sites in China may be unaware of 
artworks made entirely of discarded objects exhibited in exclusive urban art spaces all over 
the world. This paper discusses and analyzes historic and contemporary practices of 
upcycling in art and design with a special focus on materials and objects “made in China” 
in relation to research on the social lives of things and ecologies of matter. 

 

   
 

Photos:	  Left:	  Porcelain	  Chamber	  at	  Charlottenburg	  Castle,	  Berlin,	  Room	  95,	  view	  of	  chimney	  wall	  decora-‐‑
tions,	  detail	  ©	  SPSG	  /	  Jörg	  P.	  Anders.	  Right:	  Detail	  of	  Chung	  Ka-‐‑pang	  Adrian,	  Living,	  2016-‐‑2021,	  Hong	  
Kong.	  Series	  of	  brooches,	  work	  debris,	  etched	  brass.	  Size	  variable.	  Copyright:	  FreeWalkIn.	  


