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Abteilung	  für	  Asiatische	  und	  Islamische	  Kunstgeschichte	  WS	  2021/22	  

	  
	  

Vortrag	  von	  Prof.	  Dr.	  Claudia	  Wenzel 
Vertretung	  Prof.	  Hegewald,	  AIK	  Uni	  Bonn,	  	  

Davor:	  Heidelberger	  Akademie	  der	  Wissenschaften,	  	  
Forschungsstelle	  „Buddhistische	  Steinschriften	  in	  China“	  

 
 
 

Snapshots:	  Image	  and	  Text	  in	  Chinese	  Buddhist	  Art	  
	  

	  
Montag,	  08.11.2021,	  Beginn:	  18.15	  Uhr	  	  
Abteilung	  für	  Asiatische	  und	  Islamische	  Kunstgeschichte,	  Adenauerallee	  10,	  ÜR	  (EG)	  
Und	  via	  Zoom:	  	  
https://uni-‐‑bonn.zoom.us/j/99009547008?pwd=RVNuczZxZFhTZG00QXhmdFpnT2hWUT09	  	  	  
	  
Based	  on	  the	  analogy	  of	  “snapshots”	  used	  in	  philological	  studies	  to	  explain	  how	  the	  history	  
and	   development	   of	   Buddhist	   scriptures	   can	   be	   traced	   across	   several	   languages	   and	  
contexts,	   Claudia	  Wenzel	   first	   discusses	   some	  well-‐‑known	   specimen	   of	  Diamond	   Sutra	  
texts	  in	  Chinese	  Buddhist	  art,	  written	  on	  paper	  as	  well	  as	  carved	  in	  stone.	  Over	  the	  last	  
years,	  the	  discovery	  of	  and	  research	  on	  Buddhist	  stone	  carved	  sutra	  texts	  gave	  rise	  to	  new	  
considerations	  about	  text	  and	  image	  in	  Chinese	  Buddhism,	  as	  patrons	  and	  donors	  seem	  to	  
have	  intentionally	  chosen	  one	  over	  the	  other	  in	  many	  cases.	  The	  philological	  “snapshot”	  
analogy	  that	  applies	  to	  all	  Buddhist	  texts	  independent	  of	  their	  material	  form	  can	  also	  be	  
useful	   in	   art	   historical	   studies	   when	   iconographic	   image	   traditions	   are	   revealed.	   The	  
combination	  of	  “snapshots”	  of	  Buddhist	  images	  and	  texts	  in	  form	  of	  narrative	  scenes	  and	  
accompanying	   cartouches	   is	   particularly	   insightful	   for	   a	   deeper	   understanding	   of	   text-‐‑
image	  interrelations,	  although	  many	  problems	  remain	  unsolved.	  
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