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Abteilung für Asiatische und Islamische Kunstgeschichte SoSe 2026: 
 

Vortrag von Martina Stoye und Dr. Peera Panarut 
(Museum für Asiatische Kunst, Berlin)  

 
 

“In the Serenity of the Himavanta Forest – What the 
Berlin Traiphum (a Thai illuminated manuscript on 

Buddhist cosmology) discloses.” 
 
Montag, 01.06.2026, Beginn: 18.15 Uhr  
Abteilung für Asiatische und Islamische Kunstgeschichte, Adenauerallee 10, ÜR (EG) 
https://uni-bonn.zoom-x.de/j/62745727246?pwd=xAxf8uQASPAXl2bkfoNxJlW8XoV775.1    
  

The ‘Book of the Three Worlds’ (‘Traiphum’; inv. no. II 650, Museum für Asiatische Kunst, 

Berlin) is one of the most beautiful, oldest and magnificent manuscripts on Buddhist cosmology 

from Thailand. The thirty-three-metre long leporello manuscript was commissioned by King 

Taksin of Thonburi in 1776 from four royal painters and four royal scribes. In 2023, the Berlin 

museum programme CoMuse allowed collaborative research to be carried out of its images and 

texts. It focused on a six-metre-long section of the manuscript: the idyllic and secluded world of 

the Himavanta forest with its beautiful lakes, animals and plants, the course of the southern 

stream from the Himavanta forest to the human world and the many Jātakas (pre-birth stories of 

the Buddha) situated therein. The collaborative team (Dr. Peera Panarut, philologist with 

specialisation in Thai philology and manuscriptology, and Martina Stoye, curator of South and 

South East Asian Art as art historian in the field of Buddhist art)  not only analysed the interplay 

of text and image in the manuscript, but also explored the connections between what is depicted 

here and other textual traditions of Thailand. 
   

   
Links: Thai illuminated manuscript on Buddhist cosmology („Traiphum“; i.e. “Three Worlds”) in six-metre-
showcase in the Asian Art Museum, Humboldt Forum, Berlin. Foto: Martina Stoye. 
Rechts: Ether Ganga and Tiyaggala Lake as setting of three tales on the verso side of the Berlin Traiphum. Foto: 
Hagen Immel. 
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