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Visiting the ancient temples of the Angkor Empire in 
Cambodia is a unique experience for anyone familiar 
with (South-)Indian art. Although, many mytho-
logical scenes and deities of the Hindu/Buddhist 
pantheon can be easily identified, they display 
individual traits and decorative designs which are 
unique to Khmer art.  
 
What can these sculptures tell us about the cultural 
exchange between India and Mainland Southeast 
Asia? What can we find out about the creative 
process of the artists? I am going to share my 
thoughts about these questions based on an analysis 
of my favourite motifs, (re-)discovered during our 
Cambodia excursion in summer 2023. 
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