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The Japanese Buddhist sculpture of Jizo Bosatsu is an outstanding example of the MOK's Buddhist
sculpture collection. It became famous through the discovery of the “votive offerings inside the
sculpture” (Japanese: Zonai nonyahin) in the early 1980s. The discovery of numerous texts, thousands
of votive prints, three small images and a reliquary bag allowed the work to be dated to 1249 and
identified as the earliest work by the famous Buddhist sculptor Kéen (5% ) to date.

The presentation will highlight the location of the votive offerings in the inner space of the religious
artwork. What does the placement of an object reveal about the value attributed to it? New technical
studies will be used for this purpose. On the other hand, the ritual character of the Buddhist text
documents will be examined more closely, focusing on their text versions and materialities. The new
findings on the handwritten textual witnesses enable a more precise religious-historical context of the
sculpture.
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Links: Bodhisattva Ksitigarbha mit Votivgaben (jap. Jizo bosatsu Hijsi &%), Koen (FEH), Japan, Kamakura-
Zeit (1185- — 1333), datiert 1249, Skulptur, Japanische Zypresse (hinoki) mit Resten von Fassung und Schnittgold
(kirikane), Sockelplatte neu, Hohe: 76,6 cm, RBA; Rechts: CT- Aufnahme der Figur, W. Krieger
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