
 

 

 

  

 

 Rheinische Institut für Orient- und 

 Friedrich-Wilhelms- Asienwissenschaften 

 Universität Bonn 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

Abteilung für Asiatische und Islamische Kunstgeschichte SoSe 2026: 
 

Vortrag von Dr. Petra Rösch 
(Kuratorin für Buddhistische Kunst und Korea, Museums für 

Ostasiatische Kunst, Köln) 
 
 

“Treasure House and Library:  
The Votive Offerings of the Sculpture of Jizō Bosatsu 

in the Light of New Research.” 
 
 
Montag, 22.06.2026, Beginn: 18.15 Uhr  
Abteilung für Asiatische und Islamische Kunstgeschichte, Adenauerallee 10, ÜR (EG) 
https://uni-bonn.zoom-x.de/j/62745727246?pwd=xAxf8uQASPAXl2bkfoNxJlW8XoV775.1    
  

The Japanese Buddhist sculpture of Jizō Bosatsu is an outstanding example of the MOK's Buddhist 

sculpture collection. It became famous through the discovery of the “votive offerings inside the 

sculpture” (Japanese: Zōnai nōnyūhin) in the early 1980s. The discovery of numerous texts, thousands 

of votive prints, three small images and a reliquary bag allowed the work to be dated to 1249 and 

identified as the earliest work by the famous Buddhist sculptor Kōen (康円) to date. 

The presentation will highlight the location of the votive offerings in the inner space of the religious 

artwork. What does the placement of an object reveal about the value attributed to it? New technical 

studies will be used for this purpose. On the other hand, the ritual character of the Buddhist text 

documents will be examined more closely, focusing on their text versions and materialities. The new 

findings on the handwritten textual witnesses enable a more precise religious-historical context of the 

sculpture. 
 

      
 

Links: Bodhisattva Kşitigarbha mit Votivgaben (jap. Jizō bosatsu 地蔵菩薩), Kōen (康円), Japan, Kamakura-

Zeit (1185­ – 1333), datiert 1249, Skulptur, Japanische Zypresse (hinoki) mit Resten von Fassung und Schnittgold 

(kirikane), Sockelplatte neu, Höhe: 76,6 cm, RBA; Rechts: CT- Aufnahme der Figur, W. Krieger 

https://uni-bonn.zoom-x.de/j/62745727246?pwd=xAxf8uQASPAXl2bkfoNxJlW8XoV775.1

