
 

 

 

  

 

 Rheinische Institut für Orient- und 

 Friedrich-Wilhelms- Asienwissenschaften 

 Universität Bonn 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Abteilung für Asiatische und Islamische Kunstgeschichte SoSe 2024: 
In Kooperation mit dem Bonn Center for Dependency and Slavery Studies 

 
 

Vortrag von Prof. Dr. Julia A. B. Hegewald 
(Abteilung für Asiatische und Islamische Kunstgeschichte, Universität Bonn) 

 
 

Jainism under Threat: 
Extreme Forms of Dependency in Medieval 

Karnataka, South India 
 
Montag, 29.04.2024, Beginn: 16.15 Uhr  
Niebuhrstraße 5, Seminarraum, (EG, 0.018) und via Zoom: 
https://uni-bonn.zoomx.de/j/62116663407?pwd=YmNKZFltcWdlZG1hMVAxeTIwUjE1QT09  

 

The Jaina religion originates in East 

India in about the sixth century BCE. It 

reached the South Indian State of 

Karnataka in about the second century 

CE. From the fifth century CE 

onwards, Jainism appears to have risen 

steadily to a position of supremacy in 

the region. The hegemony of the Jainas 

and their control of all areas of life 

throughout Karnataka was especially 

pronounced from the eighth to eleventh 

centuries CE. However, from the 

twelfth century, the influence 

diminished rapidly and the Jaina 

community ended up in a position of 

severe asymmetrical dependency. This 

presentation will focus on the reasons 

for the initial rise and the subsequent 

irreversible decline of the Jainas in the 

State. Causes are to be found in 

religious, social, political and 

economic areas. 
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