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According to Newar Buddhists, Sakyamuni Buddha returned to his birthplace Lumbint after his enlightenment. Depic-
tions of his journey and visit to Lumbini date back to the seventeenth century. They show the Buddha riding standing
up on a Naga while being attended by Hindu deities in service to him. The theme, known as the lumbiniyatra, is repre-
sented in numerous paintings and in wood and metal work and became especially popular in nineteenth- and twentieth-
century Nepal. In this paper I will trace the history of the lumbiniyatra by examining descriptions in texts and artistic
representations. I will then discuss elements of the yatra which are also found independently in other contexts. In con-
clusion, I will offer some thoughts on the significance of the theme.
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